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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 AS-01 AID-05 SNM-02 DEAE-00 /018W 

003723 300605Z/20 

R 300204Z lUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO US CUSTOMS HQS WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8005 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SINGAPORE 2761 

CUSTOMS HQS PASS FLETCHER 1. POTTER, JR., DIR, INTER'L OPS 
DIV; STATE PASS S/NM; HONG KONG PASS CUSTOMS REP RENAGHAN 
FROM SAIC BROWN FOR I. DAVIS, US CUSTOMS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJ: NARCOTIC DETECTOR DOG CONFERENCE 

REE: SING 2573 

1. SINGAPORE PARTICIPATION AS HOST COUNTRY EOR THE PROPOSED 
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTIC DETECTOR DOG CONEERENCE IS UNCERTAIN. 
THE UNCERTAINTY IS PREDICATED ON TWO CONDITIONS. FIRST, APPROVAL 
FROM THE GOS CABINET OF MINISTERS HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED. 
ACCORDING TO LIAO AND PAGLAR OF SINGAPORE CUSTOMS, THE GOS 
MINISTERS OF FINANCE AND EOREIGN AFFAIRS HAVE NO OBJECTIONS 

TO THE PROPOSED CONFERENCE. A CONEIDENTIAL LETTER FROM THE 
MINISTER OF HOME AFEAIRS TO THE MINISTER OF FINANCE DISAGREES 
TO SINGAPORE AS HOST COUNTRY BUT STATES NO OBJECTIONS TO 
SINGAPORE PARTICIPATION IN ANOTHER LOCATION. SECOND, THE NUCLEUS 
OF SINGAPORE CUSTOMS AND POLICE NARCOTIC DOGS NOW COMPLETING 
TRAINING IN THE U.S. WILL BE QUARANTINED ON ARRIVAL SINGAPORE 
9 JULY AT LOCATION OTHER THAN THE POLICE DOG UNIT, THUS HAMPERING 
PROFFICIENCY TRAINING DURING THAT TIME. LIMITED TIME THEN 
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EXISTS FOR OPERATIONAL EXPERIENCE OR SUCCESS BEFORE THE PROPOSED 
CONFERENCE DATE. THIS FACTOR BEARS LITTLE IMPORTANCE TO CONF- 
ERENCE OBJECTIVES BUT GREAT IMPORTANCE TO SINGAPORE 
DOG PROGRAM OFFICIALS FOR OBVIOUS REASONS. 

2. PENDING GOS APPROVAL FOR THE CONFERENCE, EEASIBILITY OF 

A NOVEMBER CONFERENCE (PER REFTEL) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS 
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ADMINISTRATIVE LEAD TIME EOR THE PROPOSED SEPTEMBER DATE WILL 
BE INSUFEICIENT. HOLDRIDGE 

LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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